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Product registration

To register SIREN™ Jukebox online with Sonic Foundry, follow the steps outlined in the
registration wizards upon installation. Registering SIREN provides technical support,
notification of product updates, and special promotions available only to registered SIREN
users.

Sonic Foundry product registration also helps protect against software copyright
infringement and allows us to provide support exclusive to registered users.
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Note: If you received SSREN XPress free with
another product, please choose Register SIREN
from the Help menu to register online. If you do
not have Internet access, please call 1-800-577-6642
during regular business hours to register SIREN
XPress by phone.

Registration Assistance

If you do not have access to the Internet, registration assistance is available. Please contact
our Customer Service Department.

Registration assistance is currently available during normal office hours by dialing the
following numbers:

Telephone/Fax Country

1-800-577-6642 (toll-free) US, Canada, and Virgin Islands

+800-000-76642 (toll-free) Australia, Denmark, France, Germany, Italy, Sweden, UK,
Netherlands, and Japan

+608-204-7703 for all other countries

1-608-250-1745 (Fax) All countries




Customer Service/Sales

For a detailed list of Customer Service options, we encourage you to visit
www.sonicfoundry.com. Telephone support during normal office hours:

Telephone/Fax/E-mail  Country
1-800-577-6642 (toll-free) US, Canada, and Virgin Islands

+800-000-76642 (toll-free)  Australia, Denmark, France, Germany, Italy, Sweden, UK,
Netherlands, and Japan

+608-204-7703 for all other countries
1-608-250-1745 (Fax) All countries
customerservice@sonicfoundry.com

Technical Support

For a detailed list of Technical Support options, we encourage you to visit
www.sonicfoundry.com/support.

¢ To listen to your support options, please call 608-256-5555.

Sonic Foundry, Inc.
1617 Sherman Avenue
Meadison, WI 53704
USA

The information contained in this manual is subject to change without notice and does not
represent a commitment on the part of Sonic Foundry. The software described in this
manual is provided under the terms of a license agreement or non-disclosure agreement. The
software license agreement specifies the terms and conditions for its lawful use. No part of
this manual may be reproduced or transmitted in any form or by any means for any purpose
other than the purchaser’s personal use, without written permission from Sonic Foundry,
Inc.

Sonic Foundry and SIREN are trademarks of Sonic Foundry, Inc. The brands and products
named here are the trademarks or registered trademarks of Sonic Foundry, its affiliates, or
their respective holders.

© 1999-2001 Sonic Foundry, Inc.
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Introduction

Sonic Foundry proudly introduces SIREN Jukebox 2.0, a software program that plays audio
compact discs (CDs), music files, and video from your computer and the Internet. In
addition, SIREN Jukebox allows you to encode (rip) music from personal CD collections to
the computer, write (burn) custom CDs, and download music to portable players.

With SIREN Jukebox, you can organize your media into a personal media library, making it
easy to locate specific songs and video in an extensive collection. SIREN Jukebox also
enables you to create custom playlists that define the order or type of media to be played.

SIREN Jukebox encodes and compresses audio files for efficient storage and easier
distribution.

SIREN Jukebox Highlights

SIREN Jukebox can help you build and manage personal media collections by:

Playing CDs and media files.

Ripping music from CDs to the computer’s hard drive for future playback.
Organizing media into custom playlists.

Storing artist, album, and song titles for all music in the library.

Rating tracks, and later viewing or sorting a list of favorite picks.
Creating custom audio or data CDs from tracks in the music library.
Downloading music to a portable player.

CHP.1 OVERVIEW



With an Internet connection, you can take advantage of these additional features:

Identify CDs and automatically provide song, album, and artist names from CDDB.
Listen to over 200 Internet radio stations broadcasting a variety of genres and styles.
Surf the Web using the built-in browser.

Stream audio and video files.

Download new music from the Internet.

System Requirements

Your system’s components affect SIREN’s performance. A list of the recommended system
requirements follows.

300 MHz processor

Windows-compatible sound card

CD-ROM drive (for installation from CD-ROM only)
Supported CD-recordable drive (for CD burning only)
64 MB RAM

24-bit color display

20 MB hard-disk space for program installation
DirectX® Media 6.0 or later (included on CD-ROM)
Microsoft® Windows® 98, ME, or 2000

Internet Explorer 4.0 or later to view online help (version 5.0 included on CD-ROM)
Adobe® Acrobat® Reader™ 4.0 to view PDF manual

Registration

Registering a SIREN Jukebox download

If you have purchased the full version of SIREN 2.0 from the Sonic Foundry Web site, you
will receive a serial number via e-mail. Entering the serial number provides you with the full

version of SIREN 2.0.

Once the serial number is entered, a Registration dialog provides instructions to register the

program. You must register the product within seven days in order to continue using the full
version of SIREN 2.0.

OVERVIEW CHP. 1



Registering a Sonic Foundry SIREN Jukebox CD

To unlock SIREN’s powerful array of features, you will need to enter the serial number,
located on the title page of the manual, the first time you run SIREN.

Once SIREN is unlocked, a Registration dialog provides instructions to register the program.
While registering is not mandatory, it allows Sonic Foundry to provide you with advanced
features, application updates, and special promotions.

Purchasing SIREN Jukebox from SIREN XPress

If the full version of SIREN was not purchased, a serial number dialog is displayed the first

time the program is started. From this dialog, you may elect to enter a serial number for a full
version of SIREN or use SIREN XPress.

Purchasing SIREN Jukebox online
1. Start SIREN XPress 2.0.

2. From the Help menu, choose Instant Upgrade. The Purchase Upgrade dialog is displayed.

3. Select the | want to purchase online radio button and click £
start its browser and connect to the Sonic Foundry Web site.

J. The system attempts to

4. Follow the instructions to purchase the upgrade. When the transaction is complete, a
activation code is e-mailed to you.

5. Enter the activation code and click [__Fish_]. The full version of SIREN is unlocked.

Purchasing SIREN Jukebox over the phone
1. Launch SIREN XPress 2.0.

2. From the Help menu, choose Instant Upgrade. The Purchase Upgrade dialog is displayed.

3. Select the | want to purchase over the phone radio button and click . The Purchase

Upgrade via Phone dialog is displayed.
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4. Write down the provided Computer ID numbers and contact the Sonic Foundry Customer
Service Department at one of the following telephone numbers:
® 1-800-577-6642 in the U.S., Canada, and the Virgin Islands
¢ +800-000-76642 in Australia, Denmark, France, Germany, Italy, Sweden, UK,
Netherlands, and Japan
e +608-204-7703 for all other countries

5. When the transaction is complete, enter the activation code and click [__Fish_|. The full
version of SIREN is unlocked.

Ve

Note: The Computer ID is a number that
serves to identify the computer for licensing
purposes only. It contains no specific
information about you, your computer, or any
files or other data on your system. Sonic
Foundry is aware of your privacy concerns and
strives to collect only as much data as is
required to make your Internet and/or product
use experience as efficient and satisfying as

possible.

N\

Registering a version of SIREN XPress that you received free with another
product

If you received SIREN XPress free with another product, please choose Register SIREN from
the Help menu to register online. If you do not have Internet access, please call 1-800-577-
6642 during regular business hours to register SIREN XPress by phone.

Using SIREN Jukebox XPress

If you do not wish to purchase a full version of SIREN, you may use SIREN XPress, a limited
version of the application, free of charge. To avoid confusion, features included only in the
full version of SIREN are identified in this manual with the following icon: %

OVERVIEW CHP. 1
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Media Files

A media file refers to any audio or video file that SIREN will play from a computer, network,
or CD.

Audio file formats

SIREN supports the following audio file formats:

.mp3, .mp2 MPEG Audio Layers 1, 2, and 3

wma Windows Media Audio 7

.wav Microsoft Wave

.pca Sonic Foundry'’s Perfect Clarity™ Audio
.0gg Vorbis 0GG

.aiff, .aif, *snd Macintosh Audio Interchange File Format
.w64 Sonic Foundry Wave64

Perfect Clarity™ Audio is a compressed file format that preserves every single bit of audio
data. Unlike lossy audio formats such as *.mp3, *.wma, or RealMedia, absolutely no audio
degradation results from the compression/decompression algorithm; the before and after
audio stream are identical. The Perfect Clarity Audio codec will usually make audio files
between 20% to 60% smaller than the original. For a 60 minute CD, this can result in
savings of more than 200 Megabytes.

Video file formats

SIREN supports the following video file formats:

.mpg, mpeg, .mlv, . mia MPEG Video

mov, .qt, *dv QuicKkTime

.avi Video for Windows
.wmvy, .asf Windows Media Video 7

Playlist formats

SIREN supports .m3u and .pls playlist formats.

Streaming

SIREN also supports streaming media. Streaming media includes any audio, video, or
multimedia file that can be played as it is downloaded from a network. For example, with
SIREN you can play streaming radio broadcasts from the Internet.

CHP. 1 OVERVIEW



Using Online Help

SIREN includes an online help system, which contains detailed information about all
program components and functions. Internet Explorer 4.0 or later (version 5.0 included on

the SIREN CD-ROM) must be installed on the system to view online help.

Accessing Help

The online help is displayed using the keyboard or the Help menu.

Main Help window

The main Help window is displayed by choosing Contents and Index from the Help menu or

by pressing the [F1| key. The main Help window contains three tabs that are used to locate
the desired information.

E? Welcome to Sonic Foundiy's Siten H[=] 3
Toolbar & ! o Cortents  Index | Search | ndex Tab
Hide  Back  Print  Options Type in the keyword to find:
Cortents | e | Search | f’ I
iroucton Glossary
Flaying
Using Siren
wa Flles
Menus Playing
Siren Window ABCDEFGHILMNPQORS wma Files
Gl TUWW Playing
2] Keyhoard Shorteuts About Siren 5
Traubleshooting ACID Search Tab
A el o Library
Atk to Playlist
eI aciing New Categoriq Conterts | Index | Search |
ﬁi”‘”g Song INformat) quve i the keywore to find:
Sonic Foundry's ACID is a loop- ||
based music creation tool. With
loop arranging and editing, ACID Lizt Topics
Contents gives musicians unprecedented :
Tab creative flexibility Information | 3555t Iopicto dispiay:
=l| |Pane
N [ i
Display

The Contents tab provides a categorized listing of available help topics. Click a book (@),
and a topic page (@) to display a topic.

The Index tab provides a complete listing of the help topics available. Use the scroll bar to
scroll through the list or enter a word in the text box to quickly locate related topics. Select

the topic and click [ ossay |.

The Search tab allows you to enter a keyword and display all related topics in the online
help. Enter a keyword in the text box and click [[Gstrees |. Select a topic from the list and
click [[zsmay |. The selected topic is displayed in the information pane.

OVERVIEW
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Help on the Web

Additional help is available on the Sonic Foundry Web site. To quickly connect to the
Sonic Foundry Web site, go to the Help menu, choose Sonic Foundry on the Web, and choose
the appropriate help subject from the submenu. SIREN starts the internal browser and
attempts to connect to the appropriate page on the Sonic Foundry Web site, via your
Internet Service Provider (ISP).

SIREN Jukebox Settings

Prior to using SIREN, you should configure various operating settings to allow you to take

full advantage of SIREN’s features.

Operating settings can be configured either by running the SIREN Configuration Wizard or by
choosing Preferences from the Options menu.

Configuration Wizard

Sl

The Configuration Wizard automatically starts the first time SIREN is run and allows you to
configure your SIREN preferences. The Configuration Wizard can also be started by choosing
Configuration Wizard from the Options menu. From the Configuration Wizard, you can do the
following:

Identify an e-mail address for the Compact Disc Database (CDDB).
Establish the location of your media folder.

Search your computer for media.

Establish security for music files recorded to the library.

Set SIREN as the default player for specific media types.

REN Preferences

SIREN’s preferences provide additional settings that control the collection, organization
and playback of media, as well as the appearance and operation of SIREN. The preferences
are divided topically using tabs. For additional information on specific settings, refer to
online help.

CHP. 1
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msmme SIREN Jukebox

SIREN’s main window and panels are depicted below. Each of the labeled panels can be
moved or resized to meet your needs. For more information, see Customizing the SIREN

Jukebox Window on page 19.

Play
Controller—}
Panel

Media
Manager—j
Panel

aying from Music Library

>JJ_IN§J|—>

Media
Library

=R

Play/Rip
o

Explore Interet
les Media

Intemet
Rado

538

N

Portable

Bun
[5:) Player

Display
[~ Panel

Aist: IsinZIer Alburie IUndelwnlld Genre: |[13]HappyHamcme =
B My Meda qlst= =@ a
it (g Name It [ &kbum [ Track |1 Gerre S
All Musie I3 Head Over Fest Alanis Morissette Jagged Litte Fil 1 Rock
By Album (3 YouLeam Alaris Morissette Jagged Litte Fil
By Atist 3 Bush -Zen Bush 1 Blues
By Gee 3 Something In The Wiay Nirvana Nirvana 6 Other
By Atlst/By Albun [ Mathingman PearlJam Peail Jam 6 ther
By Gerve/By At 1 Killr Queen Queen Ousen Grealest His 1 Unknown
e 3 Hold On Sarh Molachlan Freedom Sessions
Wy Pl I3 1 Wil Remember Vau Sarah_Melachlan
DIFEIHE b Underworld (18Happy Hardcore
B]Fun Songs 3 My Wave Soundgarden Supernknown Fock
) Melow I3 The Matrix [revaltion mix] “THE RAYE METHOD- Elechiostatic Mix 2 Acid -
My List I Thick. Tonic Tanic 1 Other =
[13tems. 1 selected (5.2 Mb) [T ctel Time: 2:23:34 [Selected Time: 00538
1B New Playist [ Add to Playlist (%) Add to Bum List flg Addto Portable Player List
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Panels

SIREN features a number of panels designed to help manage media collections, customize
audio attributes, and enhance the jukebox experience.

Play Controller

The Play Controller contains all of the elements needed for playback control.

Status

Current
Playlist |

Soundgarden

2| & . —Toolbar

Length Rating

L 06
Lk

> U 4N -2
|

4:33

L
Transport Bar

Status/Toolbar

| e Y |~ ——— Volume
| \ Reverb
Time Stretch Mute
Graphic EQ

During playback, the status bar provides information regarding the file currently playing
such as location of the file, sample rate, bit depth, channels, and bitrate. When recording
(ripping) a CD to the computer, the status bar provides progress messages such as, “Encoding
files (2 of 6).” The three icons in the Play Controller’s toolbar are detailed in the following

table.

Play Media From () button

Allows you to navigate the media library, playlists, and audio CDs
to locate media for playback.

Locate Playing Song () button

Allows you to locate the source of the media that is currently
playing.

Compact/Skin Mode () button

Minimizes SIREN’s screen, displaying only the controls needed
for playback. For more information, see Compact mode on

page 21.

SIREN JUKEBOX PANELS
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Current Playlist
SIREN generates a current playlist in the Play Controller whenever you specify a folder, CD,

view, or media file for playback. The media files are then played back in the sequence
displayed in the current playlist.
Transport bar

The transport bar contains buttons corresponding to SIREN’s media playback control.

>U AN -2 2o

|—Play In Order/Random

L —Play Once/Continuous Play
Previous/Next Media File

——Stop

Play
— Pause

The following table describes all the playback buttons and keyboard equivalents.

Button Keyboard Function

[Ctri]+[Space] Initiates playback of the selected media file.

Pauses playback at the current position. Click again to resume
playback.

Ctrl]+[Space] Halts playback.

K -Ctrl +3 Returns playback to the beginning of the current file. If SIREN is

el already at the beginning of a file, clicking this button returns playback
to the previous media file.

+ Moves the transport to the next media file and begins playback.

F By default, SIREN plays the current playlist in its entirety and halts

&

upon completion. When Continuous Play is enabled, SIREN plays the

current playlist in its entirety, then returns to the top and repeats

playback.

+ Play in Order plays all media files in the order they are displayed in
the selected playlist. Play Randomized plays all media files from the

selected playlist in a random order.

Ejects the CD from the active CD drive.

CHP. 2 SIREN JUKEBOX PANELS
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Graphic EQ

Graphic EQ divides the audio spectrum into sixteen bands and allows you to customize your
listening experience by boosting or cutting specific frequencies. Click on the Graphic EQ icon
(|ggd) to display the menu. From the menu, you can quickly, do any of the following:

¢ Disable the Graphic EQ. [}

e Choose an EQQ preset. :
Classical

e Set a custom EQ. Bemies

Jazz
Pop

Disahle

Cusztom

SIREN provides four EQ presets and the ability to create custom EQ settings. When using
SIREN XPress you are limited to the Classical and Pop presets and are unable to create
custom settings.

To set a custom EQ, do the following:
1. From the Graphic EQ menu, choose Custom. The Graphic Equalizer dialog is displayed.
2. To adjust a band, drag the fader thumb to drag it up or down.

Y ]| Title bar

Classical
Dance
Jazz
Pop

Reset

v Band Tension
¥ Enable

All bands can be adjusted independently of other band or with band tension. Band
tension causes each band to affect adjacent bands when it is adjusted. Band tension is
automatically enabled, but you can disable it by right-clicking on the title bar of the
Graphic Equalizer dialog and choosing Band Tension from the shortcut menu.

3. Close the Graphic Equalizer dialog. The custom EQ is applied to the audio and the Graphic
EQ icon in the Play Controller panel changes color.

Time Stretch

Time Stretch alters the length of a song without changing its pitch. It is important to realize
that this feature is most effective for applying light to medium time compression or
expansion. Attempting to severely alter the length of a song typically results in a distracting
distortion of the audio signal.

SIREN JUKEBOX PANELS CHP. 2



Click on the Time Stretch icon (@) to display the menu. From the menu, you can quickly,
do any of the following: %

¢ Disable Time Stretch.

® Double the length of a song. Doie ine

¢ Restore a song to its original length and tempo. et T

¢ Halve the length of a song.
¢ Create a custom time stretch.

Disable

Custom...

A full version of SIREN allows you to choose a Time Stretch preset as well as create your own.
If you are using SIREN XPress you are limited to presets of -10% and +10% and are unable
to create custom settings.

To set Time Stretch:

1. From the Time Stretch menu, choose Custom. The Time Stretch dialog is displayed.

i Time Stretch E
Time {1 100%

2. Drag the slider thumb left or right. Dragging the thumb to the right speeds the song up,
decreasing its length. Dragging the thumb to the left slows the song down, increasing its
length.

Time —W_&%—”
g

3. Close the Time Stretch dialog. The custom setting is applied to the audio and the Time
Stretch icon in the Play Controller panel changes color.

1002

L
Note: Double-clicking the Time Stretch slider

thumb returns the song to its original length
and tempo.

CHP. 2
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% Reverb

Reverb simulates the acoustics of various venues and situations. It can also be used to create
interesting effects by placing sounds in spaces, real and otherwise, where they are not

normally heard. Click on the Reverb icon ( ) to display the Reverb menu. From the menu,
you can do any of the following:

e Disable Reverb. Disable

® Choose a Reverb preset. Bright Hal
Cathedral

e Set a custom reverb effect. Lang Hal
Medium Roam
Plate
Small Hall

SIREN’s Reverb involves three individual parameters:

Mix Determines the amount of processed sound in the output. When Mix is set to 100%, only the
reverberated signal is heard. For more realistic reverb effects, reduce the Mix level.
Size Determines the time lapse between the initial audio and the onset of reverberation. This determines

the illusion of the size of the acoustic space. Longer time lapses are associated with larger spaces,
therefore, increasing the Size value simulates a larger room.

Brightness Determines the reverb decay time. In a dampened room, walls absorb sound quickly, whereas in a
bright room, such as a gymnasium, walls reflect more sound. Reverberation in a bright room lasts
substantially longer than in a damp room, therefore increasing the Brightness level simulates a larger,
brighter venue.

A full version of SIREN provides six reverb presets and allows you to create custom reverb
effects. However, SIREN XPress users are limited to the Bright Hall and Small Hall presets
and are unable to create custom settings.

To set a custom reverb effect, do the following:

1. From the Reverb menu, choose Custom. The Reverb dialog is displayed.

Mis: I, 17.2%
Size: Wil 16.0%
Brightness: T 40.0%

SIREN JUKEBOX PANELS CHP. 2
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2. Like Graphic EQ, Reverb values are set by dragging the slider thumb to the left or right.
Dragging the thumb to the right increases the value. Dragging the thumb to the left
decreases the value.

Mi: ' m;. —%J_‘—Ié 17.2%
Size: e Wi, 15.0%
Brightress: I 40.0%

3. Close the Reverb dialog. The custom reverberation is applied to the audio and the Reverb
icon in the Play Controller panel changes color.

You are encouraged to experiment with the Reverb parameters to create custom effects.

Volume

The Volume fader allows you to set SIREN'’s playback volume. To set the volume, drag the
fader thumb left or right:

¢ Dragging the thumb to the right increases playback volume.
¢ Dragging the thumb to the left decreases playback volume.

The Mute (/af ) button temporarily mutes the audio. Click the button again to disable Mute.

Display

russesntiose »| 1 he Display panel can be used to view any of the following:

® Random

e Peak or classic volume meters.
Peak Meters

Dlassic Meters ®Real-time visualizations based on waveform analysis of songs (Wave).

Fnden /are eReal-time visualizations based on FFT (Fast Fourier Transform) analysis of
ars

[ — songs (Spectrum).

Afterburner :

et *Videos.

Galaries

Warp . . . . .

Fiopie To select a display, right-click the panel and choose the desired display from

Disco Plaid . . . .

Com St the shortcut menu. Videos, however, are viewed in the Display panel when

St izt they are selected for playback from any of SIREN’s available sources.

Surround [Blug)

Randmspesum | Choosing Full Screen Mode expands the display to fill the screen at the user-

Coroha
Smoke specified resolution. To exit Full Screen Mode, press [Esc].
Bubbler
Wormhole
Shock
Rainbow Silk

CHP. 2 SIREN JUKEBOX PANELS
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Media Manager

SIREN’s Media Manager panel contains tabs that provide access to a variety of tools designed
to help you acquire and manage personal media libraries.

Tabs
| Toolbar
Media Play/Rip Explore Intemet Intemet Bumn Portable
Library co Files Media Radio co Player
Atist, [Shania Twain b | Genrg: | Bl B
02 iy Media &g = = s
(m Al Media |2l Name [T Atist |1 Album [IFieType | Bitate | Genre -
(LAl Music ¢ Burning Ground War Morison The Healing Game MP3 Audia 160 Kbps Rhythm and Blues
(=B Album 3 Bush -Zen Bush MP3 Audio 128 Kbps Blues
(11 By Artist 3 Crossioads Cream Strage Brew - The Wery Best.. Windows M 161 Kbps Rock
(P By Genre ) Fell On Black Days Soundgarden  Superunknown Windows M.. 161 Kbps Rack
Good Things BoDeans Black And Whits MP3 Audio 160Kbps Rock
(1= By Atist/By Album
By Gieme/Ey Aist 3 Hanginaround Counting Crows  This Desert MP3 Audio 192 Kbps |
W Fonuiar ) Head Over Feet Alaris Morissette Jagged Little Pil MP3 Audio 32Kbps Rock
@;AW; ) Interstate Love Song Stone Temple F... Purple MP3 Audio 128 Kbps rock,
ce0 ¢y Iraic: Alaris Morissette Jagged Litls Pill MP3 Audia 32 Kbps
(LA sl — |y Long Dap (Acaustic) MP3 Audio 128 Kbps
] My Playlists ) My wiave Soundgarden  Superunknown whindaws M 161 Kbps Rock
EHFin Ganne 34 ) P Dezd am Deorl lomm WAET A ki 198 Khne Mo =
21 items: | Total Time: 3:38:11 [
|: B New Playlist B 4ddtoPlaylist.. B dd o Bum List B 2 4dd ta Portable Player List
Command Bar

Media Library

Clicking the Media Library tab displays the contents of your personal media library. From this
tab you can play media as well as create and manage views and playlists.

Play/Rip CD

The Play/Rip CD tab lists the contents of the audio CD in the system’s current CD-ROM
drive. From this tab you can play media from a CD and rip it to the Media Library.

Explore Files

The Explore Files tab displays the contents of the computer’s file system, including network
connections, hard drives, and CD drives. It also contains an encoding list that displays the
status of files being added to the library.

Internet Media

The Internet Media tab starts an internal browser and allows you to search for media on the
Internet without exiting SIREN.

Internet Radio

The Internet Radio tab starts an internal browser with links to over 200 streaming radio
broadcasts. From this tab you can establish a list of your favorite stations from the links
provided or from other Internet sites.

SIREN JUKEBOX PANELS CHP. 2
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Burn CD

The Burn CD tab displays media selected for burning (writing) and allows you to burn audio
CDs in either an audio or data format.

Portable Player

The Portable Player tab displays media selected for transferring to a portable media player,
and manages the process of transferring those files.

Customizing the SIREN Jukebox Window

SIREN’s panels can be toggled on/off, resized, or moved to give the application a look that is
right for you.

Toggling a panel on/off

To toggle a panel on/off, choose the appropriate panel from the View menu.

Resizing a panel

Resize a panel by clicking and dragging the panel’s border. Certain panels can only be resized
in specific directions.

Moving a panel

1. Place the mouse pointer on the left border of the panel to be moved. The pointer is
displayed as a two-way arrow ( « ).

2. Drag the panel to a new location.

3. Release the mouse button to drop the panel in the new position.

CHP. 2 SIREN JUKEBOX PANELS
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Panel layouts

You can retain the arrangement and size of your SIREN panels by saving the layout. Once it
is saved, you can select it for use at a later time.

Saving a layout
1. Arrange and size the SIREN panels as desired.

2. From the View menu, choose Layout and choose Save Layout from the submenu. The Save
Layout dialog is displayed.

Wiew

v Media Manager
v Play Contraoller
v Dizplay

Layouts Save Curent Layout...
Delete Layout...
Lazate Blaying Sang s s
. video
Compact/Skin Mode Crl+kd default

v Always on Top [Compact/Skin Mode]

3. Enter the name of the layout in the Save the Current Layout as text box and click

Save Layout FHE

Save the curment layout as: I j

(] 3 I Cancel |

The layout name now appears in the Layouts submenu. When it is selected, SIREN’s
panels will revert to the arrangement saved with that layout name.

SIREN JUKEBOX PANELS
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Deleting a layout

1. From the View menu, choose Layout, and choose Delete Layout from the submenu. The
Delete Layout dialog is displayed.

Wiew

v Media Manager
v Play Contraoller
v Dizplay

Save Current Layout...

Lazate Blaying Sang

Yideo

Compact/Skin Mode Clrl+t Default

v Always on Top [Compact/Skin Mode]

2. Specify the name of the layout you wish to delete in the Delete which layout drop-down list.

Click [
Delete Layout EE
Delete which layout: L j
(] 3 I Cancel |

The layout is removed from the Layouts submenu.

Compact mode

SIREN allows you to place the application in compact mode and use skins to give the user
interface a new look. Though skins typically include only a portion of available SIREN
controls (often only the transport bar) they are convenient for placing on the desktop and
providing limited program control while working in another application.

Toggling Compact mode on/off

You can toggle between SIREN’s compact and normal modes by doing any of the following:

e Clicking in the Play Controller’s toolbar.
¢ Choosing Compact/Skin Mode from the View menu.

® Pressing [Ctrl}+[M] on the keyboard.

CHP. 2 SIREN JUKEBOX PANELS
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Selecting a skin

SIREN features a number of built-in skins. To use a skin, simply choose it from the Skins
menu. SIREN is automatically placed in compact mode and displayed as the new skin. The
following graphics display two of the skins available in SIREN.

. - A
I._\‘ -
< alid

Getting More skins

You can download additional SIREN skins as well as the resources needed to create custom
skins. To download new skins or the Sonic Foundry Skin Grafter’s Kit, choose Get Skins
from the Skins menu. SIREN starts the internal browser and attempts to connect to the
page of the Sonic Foundry Web site dedicated to SIREN skin support.

SIREN JUKEBOX PANELS

CHP. 2



(23

gresse Organizing
22 _% Media

o
H § i ﬂ'
Organizing Medla

Media in the Media Library tab can be categorized, sorted, and filtered. SIREN organizes
media based on information provided with the file, including artist, album, and genre. If
information is not available for a file, SIREN places it in an Unknown folder in each category.

In addition to predefined organization included in the Media Library tab, SIREN can create
custom playlists. For more information, see Custom Playlists on page 31.

CD information
If SIREN is able to retrieve information about a CD, either from the CD itself or a local
database, this information is displayed.

Configuring CD information preferences

Prior to using the SIREN’s CD information features, configure the media database
preferences.

To set the media database preferences, do the following:
1. From the Options menu, choose Preferences. The Preferences dialog is displayed.
2. Select the CD Info tab.

3. Select the check box(es) corresponding to the desired CD information option(s) and
click [_#e_|. SIREN is configured to retrieve CD information automatically when a CD
is inserted and the Play/Rip CD tab is clicked.

For more information regarding specific CD Info preferences, refer to the online help.

CHP. 3 ORGANIZING MEDIA
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Compact Disc Database

In addition to the previously discussed option, SIREN can retrieve CD information over the
Internet from the Compact Disc Database (CDDB).

Configuring CDDB
You typically configure CDDB in the Configuration Wizard that is started the first time SIREN

is run. However, CDDB configuration can be edited at any time.

To edit the CDDB configuration, do the following:

1.

A W N

From the Options menu, choose Preferences. The Preferences dialog is displayed.

. Select the CD Info tab.

configured.

Ve

Note: If you do not wish to submit an e-mail
address you may select the Anonymous check

box.

Using CDDB
1. Verify that the computer is connected to the Internet.

2. Place a CD in the CD-ROM drive and click the Play/Rip CD tab in the Media Manager

panel. If SIREN is configured to automatically retrieve CDDB information, the

. If desired, select the Automatically get CD Info from the Internet check box.
. Enter your e-mail address in the Email address box and click [__&ss_|. CDDB is

information is accessed and displayed. For more information, see Configuring CDDB on page

24.

| et [Miremen

Albur; [Double Nickels On The Dime

Genre: [Urknown <8

E—) E-IDE CO-ROM 50211 (D]

HEaln e x|83-
|

00 99 Thonen it Ol P TAE Tominler

AnE2Nn 4B

A1 B

1E QM

Track | Start | Length | Size
I 14 Maybe Parying WAl Help 00:22:30.55 00:01:56.32 196MB
&) 15 Toadies 00:24:27.12 00:01:38.18 16.5MB
51 16 Retieat 00:26:05.30 00:02:00.40 203MB
&1} 17 The Big Fuist 00:28.05.70 00:01:30.65 15.3MB
50 18 God Bows To Math 00:29:36.60 00:01:16.30 12.3MB
& 19 Corona 00:30:53.15 00:02:25.40 245MB
€1 20 The Gloy Of Man 00:331855 00:02:57.42 2399MB
&) 21 Take 5.0 00:38:16.22 00:01:33.63 16.3MB
€ 22 My Heatt And The Real Workd 00:37:56.10 00:01:06.25 11.2MB
&) 23 History Lesson - Pat 1| 00:39.02.35 00:0212.10 222MB
51 24 Vou Need The Glory 00:41:14.45 00:02:03.10 207 MB
&1} 25 The Fioar Of The Masses Could Be Farts 00:4317.55 00:01:21.02 136MB
&) 26 West Bemany 00:44:38.57 00:01:49.13 18.4MB =
€ 27 The Paltics Of Time 00:46:27.70 00:01:12.47 122MB
5 26 Themselves 00:47:40.42 00:01:18.20 132MB
&) 28 Please Don't Be Genls With Me 00:48:58.62 00:00:47.68 21MB
S 30 Nothing Inde=d 00:43:46.55 00tz2.22 138MB
S 31 No Exchange 00:51:09.02 00:01:51.43 18.8MB
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If SIREN is not configured to automatically retrieve CDDB information, click B or go to
the File menu, choose CD Info, and choose Get from the submenu.

Ve

Note: Once SIREN retrieves information
from CDDB, it is saved to a local database.

\

Problems with CDDB connections

Occasionally, you may experience problems connecting to CDDB. When experiencing
problems connecting to CDDB, do the following:

1. From the Options menu, choose Preferences. The Preferences dialog is displayed.

2. Select the CD Info tab.

3. Click [_8estes |. A list of available CDDB sites is displayed.

4. Select a site and click [ _|. SIREN will connect to the new CDDB site when
prompted.

Submitting information to CDDB

Given the number of CDs released each year, it is inevitable that you will eventually
encounter a CD without CDDB information. When this happens, you can submit
information to CDDB. This information is added to the CDDB database and made available
to future users.

To submit CD information to CDDB, do the following:
1. Insert a CD for which CDDB has no information and click the Play/Rip CD tab.

2. Manually enter the CD information. For more information, see Adding CD information
manually on page 26.

2| or go to the File menu, choose CD Info, and choose Submit from the submenu.
SIREN attempts to connect to CDDB and submit the information.

If CDDB submission is unsuccessful, you will receive an e-mail notification. Anonymous
users, however, will not receive notification of submission problems.

CHP. 3 ORGANIZING MEDIA
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Adding/editing song information

Typically, SIREN retrieves CD information from a CD or local database and displays the
information in SIREN’s Media Manager panel. When this information is unavailable,
SIREN displays generic CD information. For example, when an audio CD containing no
CD information is inserted or a CDDB connection cannot be made, SIREN lists the tracks
numerically.

,

Note: The following procedures for editing
song information can also be used to edit video
information.

Adding CD information manually

If SIREN is unable to retrieve song information for a CD, information should be manually
entered before the song is ripped to the computer. SIREN copies this information while
ripping the audio.

To add CD information, do the following:

1. Place a CD in the CD drive. SIREN alerts you that CD information cannot be located
and lists the songs numerically.

2. Enter the appropriate information in the Album, Artist, and Genre fields.

3. Right-click on a song and choose Rename from the shortcut menu. An edit box is
displayed in place of the current song title.

4. Enter the song’s title and press [Enter|. SIREN stores the information in a local database
and retrieves it whenever the CD is inserted. In addition, this information remains with
the song after it is ripped to the computer.

5. Repeat steps 3 through 5 until all desired songs are named.

Editing song information in views and playlists
To manually add or edit song information, do any of the following:

e Select the song and edit the artist, album, or genre information in the Media Library tab.

|J Autist: ITom waits Alburn: IMuIe Wariations Genre: IPop j|

ORGANIZING MEDIA CHP.3
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e Select the song and click the area below the category column to be edited. SIREN enters

edit mode. Enter the correct information followed by:

o to move one cell down.
. +[Enter| to move one cell up.

. to move one cell to the right.

o +[Ta] to move one cell to the left.

nﬂ‘9| IMame | ] Atist | | &lbum | IFile Type | | Bitrate || Genre
§ 3 Interstate Love Song Stone 1 emple F... Furple MF3 Audio I£d R.Dps rock
43 ronic: Alanis Morizzette  Jagged Little Fil MP3 Audia 32 Kbps

43 Long Day [Acoustic) MP3 Audia 128 Kbps

3 My Wave Soundgarden Superunknown Wwindows M... 161 Kbpz Rock
43 Mothingman Pearl Jam Pearl Jam MP3 Audia 128 Kbpz Other
43 Only Happy When It Rains A... MP3 Audia 128 Kbps

MP3 Audio

i Peppers - give_i

128 Kbps

Sarah Mclachlan

32 Kbps

43 Smashing Pumpking - 13 - Wwit... MP3 Audia 192 Kbps
i3 Something In The way Mirvana Mirvana MP3 Audia 128 Kbpz Other
43 Thick Toric Toric MP3 Audio 128 Kbps Other
3 Tou Leamn Alanis Morizzette  Jagged Little Fil MP3 Audia 32 Kbps
43 Zombie Cranberies Cranberies MP3 Audio 128 Kbps

Select the song and choose Properties from the File menu. When the Properties dialog is
displayed, select the Library Info tab. Edit the song information and click

Properties - Tonic - Tonic - Thick.mp3

General  Library Info |

Mame: IThic:k

Aurtist: ITonic:

Album: ITonic:

Genre: IDther - l

QK I Cancel | Lol |

Ve

Note: If artist, album, or genre information is
edited, the song is resorted in the media list. If
the artist, album, or genre information does
not have an existing category, SIREN creates
a new view containing the song.

CHP. 3
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Auto Rename Files commmand

You are able to rename linked media files based on the information retrieved from the local
media database. This feature changes a file’s name to include available song information,
thereby making it more easily identifiable. When the Auto Rename Files feature is used,
SIREN uses the following renaming format: artist-album-track-title.extension.

Using Auto Rename Files
1. Select a media file in the Media Library tab.

2. From the Edit menu, choose Auto Rename Files. The file is renamed according to SIREN’s
renaming format.

3. Click or press [F§ to refresh the media list.

Ve

Note: Auto Rename Files can be used on
several files simultaneously.

MP3 files and ID3 tags

ID3 Tags allow additional information, musical and otherwise, to be saved as part of an .mp3
file.
Saving an ID3 tag

1. Add or edit song information as desired. For more information, see Editing song information
in views and playlists on page 26.

2. From the Edit menu, choose Update ID3 Tags. The appropriate ID3 Tags are added or
edited.

When the song’s properties are viewed, the updated ID3 Tags are included in the
Properties dialog.

ORGANIZING MEDIA CHP.3
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Rating Media

You can rate any song or video in your media library on a ten-point scale and subsequently
use that rating to organize your media. Rating is done from either the current playlist in the
Play Controller panel or from the Media Library tab using the diamond-shaped icons. Each
half of the diamond represents one point.

Rating a media file from the Media Library tab

1. Display the desired file.

2. Verify that the Rating field is displayed as a column heading. For more information, see
Adding fields to the media list on page 35.

3. Select the portion of the diamond that represents your rating for the song or video.

Rating a media file from the Play Controller panel
1. Initiate playback to generate a current playlist in the Play Controller.
2. Select the file. The five diamonds display under the Rating column.

3. Select the portion of the diamond that represents your rating for the song or video.

Ve

Note: You can deselect a portion of a
diamond to lower or remove the rating.

.

Exporting Media Library File Information

SIREN allows you to export your media file information to a text file. You can export either
your entire media library or only selected files.

CHP. 3 ORGANIZING MEDIA
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Exporting the Media Library to a text file

1. Right-click on any view in the Media Library tab and choose Export Library from the
shortcut menu. The Export Library dialog is displayed.

Media Flay/Rip | Expoit Library E1Ed
Liby = - 7
foraty o l Save in: Ia My Music j | | ﬁl I |

Autist: IDDn Melean

& My Media B
Al Media

W A1 R i :
—— Fiename _
Update
[Velete
v Locked

File name:

Save I
Popular Save astype: [ Tew File (“tat) =l Cancel |

All'ideo

Z

2. Specify a location and name for the file and click .

If desired, the text file can now be opened into a spreadsheet or database program. With
this procedure, the entire library exports regardless of which view was used to perform the

export.
Exporting selected files to a text file

1. From the Media Library tab, select the files that contain the information you want to
export.

2. Right-click on one of the selected files and choose Export to Text File from the shortcut
menu. The Export To Text File dialog is displayed.

0| | Name  # | ] Atist | | &lbum | I File Typ | | Bitrate |
Fg! Buning Ground Wan an The Healing Game ] dio 3
3 Bush - Zen MP3 Audio 128 Kbps
43 Crossroads “indows M. 161 Kbps

FgptFell On BlackDaus Coldoadon . 0
3 Good Thing Ename 160 Kbps
Pl Har z Delete

) Head Dver Copy To Clipboard

43 Interstate Le - [ 128 Kbps
CIETE Add ToFlaviist e Janged Litde Fil o

3 Long Day (¢ Fropeiies. MF3 Audio 128 Kbps
== Send To Portable Player...
2dd to Burm List Tatal Time: 3:38:11 |Selected Time

{ et T et il Add to Portable Player List
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3. Specify the headers you want to include in the text file by dragging them from the
Available Headers side of the dialog to the Included Headers side. Once headers are selected,
they can be reordered by using drag and drop.

Export Ta Text File
Available Headers Included Headers
1 Avrtigt 1 Mame |
1 Alburn & .
| Gerre
I Track
b [Length
| Bitrate: ?J en;_%_[

I File Path
I File Type

1 Play Command

I tedia Type

I Played

J Last Played
1 Added

I File Size

| Expart I | Append I | Exit I
4. Click . The Save Text File dialog is displayed.
5. Specify a location and a name for the file and click .

If desired, the text file can now be opened into a spreadsheet or database program.

To append to an existing text file, repeat steps 1-3 above. Once headers are selected, click

[ &mend . Locate and select the original file, and click [_@en_]. The newly selected

file information appends to the end of the original file.

Custom Playlists

SIREN allows you to create custom playlists from the media library. Playlists enable you to
store links to media located in a number of different views. Using this simple idea, you can
create playlists for any occasion. In addition, since playlists use links to media rather than
copies of the file, a media file can be included in multiple playlists without depleting hard
drive space.

CHP. 3 ORGANIZING MEDIA
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Creating a custom playlist

1. From the command bar, click New Playlist ({%] Hew Playist ) or choose New Playlist from the
Edit menu. SIREN creates a new playlist with a default name and displays it beneath the
My Playlists icon.

B by Media
Al Media
All Music
By Album
By Artist
By Genre
By Atizt/By Album
By Genre/By Artist
All'Video
El My Playlists
El Fun Songs

El tellow

Hew Playlisi

2. Name the new playlist and press [Enter].

Note: Change a playlist name by right-
clicking on it and choosing Rename from the
shortcut menu.

-

3. Add media to the playlist using any of the following methods:

® Drag media files from the media library and drop them into the playlist.
¢ Select a media file and choose Add to Playlist from the Edit menu.
® Select a media file and click Add to Playlist (|E addwpiaice.  |)in the command bar.

When Add to Playlist is selected, SIREN prompts you to specify the playlist to which the
media will be added.

An alternate method of creating a playlist
1. Select the media file(s) to be added to the new playlist.

2. From the Edit menu, choose Add to Playlist, or click Add to Playlist ([B2 addtoPagist. | in the
command bar. The Add to Playlist dialog is displayed.

3. Name the new playlist and press [Enter].

Arranging a playlist

Once placed in a playlist, media files can be arranged using drag-and-drop.

ORGANIZING MEDIA CHP.3
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Locking views and playlists

Once a view or playlist is created and configured to your satisfaction, it can be locked to
prevent accidental changes. To lock a view or playlist, right-click its name and choose
Locked from the shortcut menu. A check mark is displayed adjacent to the Locked command
and subsequent right-clicking on the locked view or playlist displays an unavailable Delete
option. To unlock a view or playlist, right-click it and choose Locked from the shortcut

menu.
L
Note: A locked view or playlist can be
renamed.
-

Importing playlists

1. From the Options menu, choose Search Computer for Media. The Search Computer for
Media dialog is displayed.

2. Select the Known Playlists check box and click [_geash_]. SIREN searches the computer for
previously created playlists (.m3u or .pls) and adds them to the media library.

The name of the playlist appears on the Media Library tab with the other custom playlists.

Exporting playlists
1. Click the Media Library tab.
2. Select a playlist for export.

3. Right-click and choose Export Playlist from the menu. The Export Playlist dialog is
displayed.

4. Specify a location and name for the .m3u file, and click [_Sae_].
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Clean Database

SIREN’s Clean Database command clears the media database of deleted and duplicate file
entries.

To clean the database, do the following:
1. From the Edit menu, choose Clean Database. The Clean Up Database dialog is displayed.

Clean Up Database EHE

Perform the following cleaning functions:

[,

i
elete duplicate files found on pour spstem
V' Ask before deleting items

Llean I Cancel |

2. Select the check box(es) corresponding to the desired option(s) and click [__gen |.

Clean Database functions

Remove entries to deleted files

SIREN searches the media database for files that have been deleted from the computer and
removes their database entries.

Delete duplicate files found on your system

SIREN searches the media database for duplicate files and deletes them, retaining a single
database entry for each file. Files are considered duplicate when their contents are identical.

Ask before deleting items
SIRENs prompts you prior to deleting files or database entries.
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(35

Advanced Media Management

SIREN features a number of database tools designed to allow you to gain superior control
over your media libraries and listening habits. These include the Field Chooser, Sort Bar, Group

Bar, and Filter Bar.

Field Chooser

Figld Chooser

| Added

1 Album
| izt

| Bitrate

| Comment
| File Path
| File Size:

| File Type

| Genre

Label

Label IRL

Last Plaped
Length

edia Type

ame
Play Command
=T

layed

Hating
Track

1 Video FPS

I Yolume Name

'rear

The Field Chooser allows you to determine the database categories used to
display, sort, group, and filter your media libraries.

Displaying the Field Chooser

To display the Field Chooser, click on the database toolbar or right-click
on the column heading and choose Field Chooser from the shortcut menu.

Using the Field Chooser

All fields listed in the Field Chooser can be displayed in the Media Library
tab’s media list. Changes made to the fields in the column heading of the
media list only apply to the selected view or playlist.

Adding fields to the media list
To add fields to the media list, do the following:

1. Display any view or playlist.
2. Click to display the Field Chooser.

3. Drag the field from the Field Chooser and drop it into the media list’s column heading.
When the field is properly positioned, two small, red arrows appear above and below the

FH[E==EE,

22 | Mame : | | &tist % |— Column Heading
: | Bitrat

& 3 Mothingman el Jam

&3 Something [n The way Mirvana  |——Media List

& 4 Crossroads Cream

After the field is dropped, a new column is added to the media list and all files in the list
display a value, if applicable.

CHP. 3
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Removing fields from the media list

To remove a field from the media list, right-click the field and choose Remove This Column
from the shortcut menu.

L

Note: The fields displayed in the Media List

have no effect on sorts, groupings, or filters
applied to the media library.

Editable and noneditable fields

Select fields are populated with information retrieved directly from the media file, the CD,
or a local database. This information may be permanent or subject to editing. Other fields
rely on user input. For more information, see Editing song information in views and playlists on

page 26.

The following table lists all available fields and identifies each as editable or not editable.

Field Status
Added Not editable
Album Editable
Artist Editable
Bitrate Not editable
Comment Editable

File Path Not editable
File Size Not editable
File Type Not editable
Genre Editable
Label Editable
Label URL Editable
Last Played Not editable
Length Not editable
Media Type Not editable
Name Editable
Play Command Not editable
Played Not editable
Rating Editable
Track Editable
Video FPS Not Editable
Volume Name Editable
Year Editable

ORGANIZING MEDIA
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Custom Fields in the Field Chooser

You can create custom fields for use in the media list to gain unlimited flexibility when
organizing your media library. For example, creating a field called Situation allows you to
identify music specifically for a soothing dinner or an energetic workout.

Custom Fields

When defining a new field, you must first specify a type and a format. The following table
defines the available types and formats:

Field Type Field Format Description

Integer Kilo Number [Takes any number and divides it by 1000. For example,
KM500/1000 = 4.5. The current Bitrate field uses this
format.

Number Any positive or negative number.

Positive Number  |Any non-negative number. The current Track field uses
this format.

Size A positive number displayed with Kb or Mb. The current
File Size field uses this format.

Rating Rating Five diamonds representing a range from 1 to 10. Each
half of a diamond represents a one-point increment. The
current Rating field uses this format.

Text Text Any string of text.

URL Any string of text. Clicking on the entry in the media list

causes SIREN to switch to the internal browser and link to

the site. The current Label URL field uses this format.

Adding a custom field to the Field Chooser
1. Click [&2] to display the Field Chooser.

2. Click at the bottom of the Field Chooser window. The New Field dialog appears.

Narme: |Situation
Type: | Text =l
Farmat: I Text j

Cancel |

3. Enter the name of the field to be added.

4. Specify the type of field from the Type drop-down list. The data in the Format box changes
based on the type of field chosen.

5. Specify the format type from the Format drop-down list, if applicable.

6. Click

. The field can now be used in a column heading, sort, group, or filter.

CHP. 3
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Removing a custom field from the Field Chooser
1. Click on to display the Field Chooser.

2. Select the field you want to delete and click [Belete |. The field is removed from the Field

Chooser as well as from any views in which it was being used.

Sort Bar

The Sort Bar, which can be used from any Media Library view, allows all files in the media
library to be listed, or sorted, by field(s). This feature is useful for ordering and displaying the
media library alphabetically (by artist, album, or name), chronologically, by date added,
number of times played, or by any other available field.

Displaying the Sort Bar

To display the Sort Bar, click in the database toolbar or right-click in the database
toolbar and choose Show Sort Bar from the shortcut menu.

Creating a sort
1. Display a media library view and the Sort Bar.

2. Drag a field from the Field Chooser or column heading and drop it in the Sort Bar. When
the field is properly positioned, two small, red arrows appear in the Sort Bar.

Sort 'JArtist

I, |sort by that column.
& L

The field is added to the Sort Bar with a small, up-pointing arrow, and all media library
artists are listed in alphabetical order.

Sort | Attist #

0| | Name | | Actist  ~ || File Type

43 Crossroads Cream windows Media Audio 7
i3 Something In The way Mirvana MP3 Audia

43 Mothingman Pearl Jam MP3 Audio

43 Give It Away Fied Hat Chili Peppers MP3 Audia
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3. Click the new field in the Sort Bar. The arrow is reversed and the sort reverses directions.

Sort | Adist ©
0| | Name | I Akt © | I File Type
3 Mothingran Pearl Jam MP3 Audio
43 Something In The way Mirvana MP3 Audio
4 3 Crossroads Crearn Windows Media Audio 7
4 3 Zombie Cranberries MP3 Audio
/S

Note: Clicking a field in the column heading
automatically adds it to the Sort Bar.

Multiple field sorts

Sorts may be comprised of several fields. Using the previous procedure, you can add
additional sort fields. Adding first the Artist field, then the Name field to the Sort Bar will list
each artist’s songs alphabetically with the initial sort.

Fields in the Sort Bar can be arranged by using drag-and-drop, with the left-most field being
the primary sort.

Removing fields from a sort

To remove a field from the Sort Bar, right-click on the field and choose Remove This Sort from
the shortcut menu.

To remove all fields from the Sort Bar, right-click on a field and choose Remove All Sorts from
the shortcut menu.

Saving a sort

1. Click in the database toolbar or right-click in the database toolbar and choose Make
New View from the shortcut menu. A new view with a default name is created.

2. Enter a name for the new view and press [Enter].
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Group Bar

The Group Bar, which can be used in any Media Library view, groups all files in the media
library by field(s). This feature is useful for creating simple or complex groups of media. For
example, grouping by genre allows you to quickly identify all free jazz songs in the media
library. A multilevel grouping will allow you to easily identify song groupings as elaborate as
all 1997 death-metal .mp3 files with 128kbs bitrates added to the media library on January
11, 2000.

Displaying the Group Bar

To display the Group Bar, click E in the database toolbar or right-click in the database
toolbar and choose Show Group Bar from the shortcut menu.

Creating a grouping

1. Display a media library view and the Group Bar.

2. Drag a field from the Field Chooser or column heading and drop it into the Group Bar. All
media in the media library are grouped and displayed by that field.

W | Bitrate #

0| | Name # | ] Atist | | &lbum | IFile Type |
+| Bitrate: 32 Kbps (5 items]
+| Bitrate: 128 Kbpsz [3 items)
+| Bitrate: 160 Kbps [2 items)
+| Bitrate: 161 Kbps [3 items)
+| Bitrate: 192 Kbps [2 items)

3. Drag a second field from the Field Chooser or column heading and drop it in the Group Bar.
All media are grouped by both the first and second fields.

W | Bitrate  # |JGenre ’ |

| gl Name | Atist [Telbum

T

+| Bitrate: 96 Kbps [1 items]

+| Bitrate: 96 Kbps (5 items]

+| Bitrate: 128 Kbps [35 items]

=| Bitrate: 160 Kbps [3 items)
+| Genre: Rhythm and Blues [1 items)
+| Genre: Rock [1 items)
+| Gerre: Swing [1 items)

+| Bitrate: 161 Kbps [4 items)

Using this procedure, you can add additional fields. Fields in the Group Bar can be
arranged by using drag and drop, with the left-most field being the primary grouping.
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Removing fields from a grouping

To remove a field from the Group Bar, right-click on the field and choose Remove This Grouping
from the shortcut menu.

To remove all fields from the Group Bar, right-click on a field and choose Remove All
Groupings from the shortcut menu.

Saving a grouping

To save a grouping as a new view, click in the database toolbar or right-click in the
database toolbar and choose Make New View from the shortcut menu. A new view, with a
name based on the grouping’s field order, is created and displayed.

Filter Bar

The Filter Bar, which can be used in any Media Library view, allows you to select, or filter,
media fitting your specific criteria. Whereas the Group Bar allows you to group media by field,
the Filter Bar is more flexible, enabling you to apply comparative values or ranges to
determine which media meet your criteria, regardless of how specific. For example, all songs
between four and five minutes in length. Using SIRENs filter capabilities, you can quickly
isolate all library songs ripped between 1970 and 1980 that are longer than ten minutes,
have the word funkified in the title, and have been played more than 25 times, but haven’t
been played since January 1, 2000.

Displaying the Filter Bar

To display the Filter Bar, click in the database toolbar or right-click in the database
toolbar and choose Show Filter Bar from the shortcut menu.

Creating a filter
1. Display a media library view and the Filter Bar.

2. Drag a field from the Field Chooser or column heading and drop it in the Filter Bar. The
field is added to the Filter Bar with a corresponding drop-down list and edit box.

Filter | Media Type quuals jl

3. Specify the filtering criteria in the drop-down list and edit box.
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4. Press [Enter], click in the filter bar, or right-click in the Filter Bar and choose Apply

Filter from the shortcut menu. The filter is applied and only media meeting the specified
criteria are listed.

| Media Type quuals leUSiC
0| | Name | ] Atist || File Type | | Bitrate || Gerrel
i3 Something In The way Mirvana MP3 Audia 128 Kbpz Other
43 Thick Toric MP3 Audio 128 Kbps Other
43 Burming Ground Wan Morrizon MP3 Audia 160 Kbpz Rhythm
% Davtbalablans Damn [iase b abihaus Band BAEYY A i 190 Khne Back

Adding a second filter

1. Drag a second field from the Field Chooser or column heading and drop it in the Filter Bar.

The new field is added under the first filter with a corresponding drop-down list and edit
box.

2. Specify the filter criteria for the new field using the drop-down list and edit box.

3. Press [Enter], or click in the database toolbar. The second filter is applied and only

media from the media library meeting both the first and second filter criteria are listed.

Filter | Media Type equals leusic
| File Type equals jlmDS
0| | Name | ] Atist || File Type [li
43 Thick Toric MP3 Audio
43 Mothingman Pearl Jam MP3 Audio
43 Something In The way Mirvana MP3 Audia
/

Note: Fields in the Filter Bar cannot be re-
arranged.

Added and Last Played field values

SIREN allows all views and playlists to be filtered using two different date fields, Added and
Last Played. Since there are countless ways to create a date value, SIREN’s database features
have been designed with maximum flexibility. What follows is a partial list of valid date

values:
yesterday today tomorrow
last week next week x days ago
x weeks ago x months ago X years ago
x hours ago month last year month x years ago
day last week day x weeks ago month date
month date year month (abbr.) date year
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Removing fields from a filter

To remove a field from the Filter Bar, right-click on the field and choose Remove This Filter
from the shortcut menu.

To remove all fields from the Filter Bar, right-click on a field and choose Remove All Filters
from the shortcut menu.
Refreshing a view

After a filter is removed, the view can be refreshed by clicking the Refresh button located
between the Filter Bar and Create New View buttons. This will regenerate the media list
without the deleted filter.

@ | E —— Create New View
‘— Refresh

Display Filter Bar

Saving a filter

1. Click in the database toolbar or right-click in the database toolbar and choose Make
New View from the shortcut menu. A new view, with a default name, is created and
displayed in the Media Library tab.

2. Enter a name for the new view and press [Enter].

Arranging views to combine filters

Existing and custom views can be arranged by dragging and dropping them to different
locations in the view list. You can use this to create relationships between views, making one
view a child of another. If both views contain filters, then the child inherits the filter(s) of
the parent view. This can be used to combine the filters of various views without having to
create a new view.
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View List
|
[
% My Media “iglet = = A E
All Media I [ T ist [IFleT G
. . o=l ype enre
Parent View —— :‘LMUS'C 3 Motkingman Pearl Jam MP3 Audio Other
. . L— MP3 153 Only Happy YWhen It Raing Acous MP3 Audio
—1
Child View By Album 153 Something In The Way Nirvana MP3 Audia Other
By Aurtist 143 Thick Tonic MP3 Audio Other
By Genre 153 "ith Every Light Smazhing Pumpking MP3 Audio
By datist/By Album 53 Tou Leam Alanig Morissette MP3 Audio
Dt S e Dot Ackind LI |3 Zombis Cranbermies MP3 Audio
T
Media List

In the illustration above, the MP3 view is a child of the parent view, All Music. The All Music
view has a filter for all media types equal to music. The MP3 view has a filter for file types
equal to MP3. Therefore when the MP3 view is used, the contents of the media list reflect
the use of the filters in both views (all music files with a file type of .mp3).

When there are multiple layers of child views, the lowest level inherits all the filters of the
preceding views.

Combining sorts, groupings, and filters

As described previously, sorts, groups, and filters can be used independently of each other.
However, SIREN’s media organization power can be further exploited by using these
functions in conjunction with each other. For example, you can quickly configure SIREN to
group songs by bitrate and genre, sort by length and file type, and filter by date added and
number of times played. Combining these features allows you to find the perfect song for any
situation.

Ve

Note: When database features are combined,
they are always applied in Group-Sort-Filter
order.

ORGANIZING MEDIA CHP.3



CHAPTER

S~ . i
= ~ L=
T e

@ .a::fa.-m-g Playing Media
- 4 ¢ with SIREN

|

- Jukebox

k i

Regardless of whether it is audio or video, SIREN is your single source for playing a wide
variety of media formats from an array of different sources. For more information, see Media
Files on page 7.

The Current Playlist

SIREN generates a current playlist in the Play Controller panel each time you select a media
file for playback from any of SIREN’s available sources. SIREN always performs playback
using the media and sequence displayed in the current playlist.

From the current playlist you can reorganize the files for playback using drag-and-drop, as
well as rate your media files using the Rating column. For more information, see Rating Media
on page 29.

You can also modify the current playlist while it is playing. When you drag a new media file
into the current playlist, the new file(s) will replace the existing playlist. If you hold the
key when you drop the files in the playlist, the new files will be appended to the end of the
current playlist. Media can be moved to the playlist from the Media Library, Explore Files, or
Play/Rip CD tab.

Play in order versus Play randomized

When playing media from any source, you can specify whether the current playlist is
generated using the original order or a random order simply by clicking the playback toggle
button in the transport bar.

¢ When is displayed, media files are played in the listed order.
® When is displayed, media files are played in a random order.
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Play once versus Continuous play

Like the previous feature, you are able to specify whether current playlist playback occurs
once or is looped infinitely by clicking the appropriate toggle button in the transport bar.

e When is displayed, playback is halted once the CD or playlist is complete.
e When |@ is displayed, playback continues infinitely (looped).

Playing Media Files

SIREN can play media files from a variety of locations including library views, custom
playlists, and local/network drives.
Playing media from a Media Library view

1. Display the contents of the media library by clicking on the Media Library tab in the Media
Manager panel.

2. Select the desired view for playback. The media associated with that view are displayed in

the media list.

22 My Media st = = [ E
AlMedia | Name [T Atist [Ilength | Added © _
=4l Music: Candy 190y Pep 119 Thu Feh 17 06:53:20 2000 )
Eyi{enm Unbreakabiz You Huzzle 311 ThuFeb 17 06:53:20 2000
By Aist A \Weekead With D Luftmensch 304 ThuFeb 17 06:53:20 2000
By Genre Slow To The Core SeanNaNa 514 ThuFeb 17 0B:53:20 2000
By Atist/By Album Pincess and the Pony SeanNaNa 307 ThuFeb 17 08:53:20 2000
By Genra/By At Minct Swichman VantageCanada 436 ThuFeb 17 08:53:20 2000
AllVideo Thiee-way Babaloo Flybussen 1:16 Tue Feb 15 07:43:45 2000
The Omen DM widarin Manson 456 Tue Feb 15 07:43:45 2000 L ia [
Elg :Lﬂs;igs Sangria Cloud Car 254 Tue Feb 15 07:43:45 2000 Media List
et Insane InThe Membrans CypressHil 332 Tue Feb 15 07:43:45 2000
Fieal Thim CypressHil & Pearl Jam 330 Tue Feb 15 074345 2000
Home-made Things Cloud Car 213 Tue Feb 15 07:43:45 2000
Mowhereto Fun Crystal Method, Dzzp Ozbou 453 Tue Feb 15 07:43:45 2000
D Greenthumb CypreszHil 4:24 Tue Feb 15 07:42:45 2000
Cypress Hill- Tequils Surrise Explici) 4:43 Tue Feb 15 07:43:45 2000
Cypress Hill- Scooby Doo 333 Tue Feb 15 07:43:45 2000 B
4l | ;’J -

Some views sort and display media in branches. Clicking on the desired branch displays a
list of all media associated with that branch. Depending on the complexity of the view, it
may be necessary to click through several layers of branches before locating media files.

By ed J4 (= =0
HiNlel 22l Name~ |1 At | Abum |IFie Type || Ger
Al Music +| Atist: Unknown (6 items]
By Album +| Atist: Alanis Morissette [1 items]
By Artist =| Artist: Alaniz Morizsette [2 items]
By Genre =| Album: Jagged Little Pill (2 items]
W= By Artist/By Album &3 Ironic: Alanis Morizzette  Jagged Little Fil MP3 Audia
By Gerre/By Artist LI 1 n:fou Le_am . Alanis Morizzette  Jagged Little Fil MP3 Audio
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3. Select the desired media file and click » on the transport bar. SIREN generates a current
playlist, begins playing the first media file, and continues through the entire view. To
begin playback with an alternate media file, double-click the track or highlight it in the
media list and click ».

,

Note: When selecting a media file within a
branch, only media located in the selected
branch are placed in the current playlist.
Playback begins with the selected file.

-

Playing media from a custom playlist

As discussed previously, SIREN will instantly generate a current playlist to allow you to
immediately begin playing media from the media library, a CD, or a network folder/drive. In
addition, you can also create custom playlists to satisfy individual tastes or requirements.

To play media from a playlist, do the following:
1. Display the media library by clicking the Media Library tab in the Media Manager panel.
2. Select the desired playlist. The playlist’s contents are listed.

3. Click » on the transport bar. SIREN begins playing the first file in the list and continues
through the playlist. To begin playback with an alternate file, double-click the file or
select it in the media list and click ®.

For more information, see Custom Playlists on page 31.

Using the Play Command field

The Play Command field allows you to initiate playback from a view or playlist with a single
mouse click. To use the Play Command field, do the following:

1. Display any view or playlist.

2. Click in the toolbar to display the Field Chooser. For more information, see Field
Chooser on page 35.

3. Drag the Play Command field from the Field Chooser and drop it in the column heading of
the media list. A Play Command column (¥ ) appears.

4. Click anywhere in the Play Command column. The Play Command icon () displays to the
left of the selected song. Playback begins with the adjacent media file and continues
through the view or playlist.
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Playing media from the computer or a network drive

While media files are typically played from the library, SIREN can also play media files
directly from a folder on the local computer or network drive. In addition, links to these files
can be created in the Media Library tab for easy accessibility.

,

Note: Secured .wma files cannot be played
from a network drive. Howeuwer, other files can
be played or copied from a network location.

.
To play media from the computer or a network drive, do the following:
1. Click the Explore Files tab to view all drives and folders.
2. Browse to the file containing the media to be played.

3. Click » on the transport bar. SIREN creates a current playlist and begins playback with
the first media file in the list. To begin playback with a different file, double-click the file
or highlight it in the media list and click .

Adding media from the computer or network to the Media Library:

1. Open the Search Computer for Media dialog by doing either of the following:

e Click the Explore Files tab, right-click on the desired folder, and choose Search for Media
from the shortcut menu.

¢ Choose Search Computer for Media from the Options menu.

Search Computer for Media EE3
Look for media in: IEi\My Muszic j Browse... |
Add the following types of media files to my media library:

['wave [Microsaft) 2 way] -
[iden for \wWindows [*. avi]

[ Macintosh AIFF [ aif;*. aiff:* snd)
[ MP3 audio (% mp3)

[ Perfect Clarity Audio [* pa) -

™ Move located media files into my media files folder

I | sk Biefore moyinm each file %

Search I Cancel |

2. Specify the drive(s) to be searched in the Look for media in drop-down list.

3. Select the check box(es) corresponding to the file format(s) to be added.
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4. To move files to the media library folder, select the Move located media files into my media
files folder check box.

5. Click to begin searching. Once SIREN has completed the search, it indicates
the number of media files found.

6. Click [

,

Note: If media located on a network drive is
linked to the Media Library tab, it is available
only when the computer is connected to that

drive.

Identifying network media

As stated previously, media located on a network drive is only available when the computer
is connected to the network. Attempting to play media from a network when the computer
is disconnected results in an error message. To avoid error messages when the computer is
disconnected from the network, apply a filter using the File Path field and specify only files
located at the system’s hard drive address (typically C:). For more information, see Filter Bar
on page 41.

Playing media from an external Explorer session

As mentioned previously, you can play media from a folder on the network through the
Explore Files tab in SIREN. However, you can also initiate playback of files from an external
Windows Explorer session on your computer.

To play media from an external Windows Explorer session, do any of the following:

® Drag-and-drop a selected media file or folder to an open session of SIREN. When
multiple files are moved, they are played in the order selected.

¢ Double-click on a media file. The file is played if SIREN is defined as the default player
for that file type in the Configuration Wizard. For more information, see Setting SIREN as
default player on page 50.

¢ Enter the path of a media file on a command line. The file is played if SIREN is defined as
the default player for that file type in the Configuration Wizard. For more information, see
Setting SIREN as default player on page 50.

SIREN creates a temporary playlist in the Play Controller panel containing the file(s)
selected in Explorer.
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Setting SIREN as default player

SIREN will automatically play any file where SIREN is defined as the default player for that

file type. To set SIREN as the default player, do

the following:

1. From the Options menu, choose Configuration Wizard. The Welcome to the Configuration

Wizard dialog appears.
2. Click

until the Set Default Player dialog is displayed.

3. Select the check boxes to configure SIREN as the default player for each desired file type.

Set Default Player

Setting Sonic Foundry SIREM Jukebox as your default player
[recommended) will automatically play your selection when pou
double click or download a music fils.

=

|- |

If pou hawve autainzert notification enabled [thiz is the ‘Windows
default setting), Sonic Foundry SIREM Jukebox will start playing
the first track when you insert an audio CD inta the drive.

] acintosh AIFF (=.aif;" aiff:*. snd)

[ MP3 &udio (= mp3)

FP3 play list [* m3u;* pls]

[CIMPEG 1 [*. mpg:*. mpeg;*.mlw:*ml a*.mp2]

¥ Set as the default player when audio CO iz inserted

< Back I Finish I

Cancel

4. Click . You are alerted that the configuration is complete.

Configuration Wizard B

@ The Configuration ‘Wizard is finizhed!

5. Click
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SIREN will play audio CDs from the computer’s CD drive. Use SIREN'’s transport bar or the

Transport menu to control CD playback.

CD Autoplay

If SIREN and the system are configured to play
playback when a CD is inserted.

Configuring SIREN Autoplay

CDs automatically, SIREN initiates

1. From the Options menu, choose Configuration Wizard. The Welcome to the Configuration

Wizard dialog is displayed.
2. Click

until the Set Default Player dialog is displayed.

3. Select the Set as the default player when audio CD is inserted check box and click [__Fmsh_].

Set Default Player

Setting Sonic Foundry SIREN Jukebox as your default player
[recommended) will automatically play your selection when vou
double click or download a music file.

-

=l

If pau hawe autoinsert notification enabled [this iz the Windaws
default setting], 5onic Foundry SIREM Jukebox will start playing
the first track when you insert an audio CD inta the diive

[ Macintosh AIFF (= aif;* aiff;* snd]

[ MP3 &wudio [=.mp3)

MP3 play lizt [*.m3u;* plz]

[ MPEG 1 [% mpg;*.mpeg;:*.mv;%ml a7 mp2]

¥ Set as the default plaper when audio CO is inserted

< Back I Finigh I

Cancel

You are alerted that the configuration is complete.

Configuration Wizard B

@ The Configuration ‘Wizard is finizhed!
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Configuring System Autoplay for Windows 98 and ME
. From the menu, choose Settings, and choose Control Panel from the submenu.

1
2
3
4
5
6
7

. Click [

Ve

Note: If SIREN still does not automatically
play CDs and the system is running Windows
9x, the system’s Autoplay feature must be
configured.

N\

. Double-click the System icon.

. Select the Device Manager tab.

. Click the appropriate [F to display the system’s CD-ROM drive(s).

. Select the desired CD-ROM drive and click [_Fiopeties_|.

. Select the Settings tab.

Select the Auto insert notification check box and click [&

feature is configured.

Ve

Note: You cannot configure system autoplay
For Windows NT and 2000 through the user
interface. By default, autoplay is typically
enabled for these operating systems. Some
other software applications may disable this
feature. Consult your software documentation
for more information.

.. The system’s Autoplay
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Playing CDs without Autoplay

If the system is not configured to play CDs automatically, or to play a CD currently in the
CD drive, do the following:

1. Click the Play/Rip CD tab in the Media Manager panel. SIREN displays the available
tracks and attempts to retrieve and display CD information from local databases or from
the CD itself.

If this information is not available, the songs are listed numerically. You may attempt to
retrieve CD information from the Internet using CDDB. For more information, see
Compact Disc Database on page 24.

2. Click » on the transport bar. SIREN creates a current playlist and plays the entire CD,
starting with the first track. To begin playback with an alternate track, double-click the
track or select it and click .

Viewing Video Files from a CD

Use the Explore Files tab in the Media Manager panel to view videos stored on a CD. These
files are viewed in the Display panel.

To view videos from CD, do the following:
1. Place the CD in the CD-ROM drive.
2. Click the Explore Files tab in the Media Manager panel.

3. Verify that the Display panel is turned on. For more information, see Toggling a panel on/off
on page 19.

4. Browse to the file containing the media to be played.

5. Begin viewing by clicking » on the transport bar. To begin playback with a different
track, double-click the file or highlight it and click B .

Playing Internet Radio

The Internet Radio tab in the Media Manager panel contains an internal browser with links to
over 200 streaming Internet radio broadcasts. From this tab you can establish a list of your
favorite stations using the links provided or from other Internet sites.
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SIREN is able to rip songs from a CD, place the files in a specified location, and create links
to those files in the Media Library tab. In addition, you can play media from the media library

while ripping CDs to the computer. However, it is not possible to listen to a CD while
ripping it to the computer.

Selecting the Media Files Location

You must specify the location to which the files will be ripped.
1. From the Options menu, choose Preferences. The Preferences dialog is displayed.

2. Select the Folders tab.

3. Enter the path to the folder in the Media files folder box and click
location is updated.

Media files folder:
IE:\My Muzich Browse. ..

Specifying the Ripping Format

You are able to rip tracks to the computer in the following formats: .wav, .mp3, .wma, .ogg,
or in Sonic Foundry’s lossless compression format, Perfect Clarity Audio (.pca). To specify

the ripping format, do the following:
1. From the Options menu, choose Preferences. The Preferences dialog is displayed.
2. Select the Ripping tab.

3. Specify the desired ripping format from the Rip to Library format drop-down list.

|. The folder
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4. Specify the ripping bitrate from the drop-down list. For more information, see Ripping
bitrates on page 56.

5. Click

. The dialog closes and SIREN’s main screen is displayed.

% Ripping bitrates

Awailable ripping bitrates vary based on the ripping format. The Windows Media Audio
(.wma) format offers 6.5, 28.8, 56, 64, 96, 128, and 160Kbps. Selecting the MPEG Layer 3
Audio (.mp3) format allows you to specify from the following bitrates: 64, 96, 128, 160, 192,
256 or 320Kbps. In addition, you can create custom formats to take advantage of a wider
range of bitrate options. For more information, see Creating custom ripping formats on page 57.

If you are using SIREN XPress you are limited to a 96Kbps bitrate in the .wma format and 20

.mp3 encodes. Also, Sonic Foundry’s Perfect Clarity Audio is not an available format for
SIREN XPress users.

Ripping to MP3

You may want to adjust the Quality slider or use a variable bitrate (VBR) encoding method
when ripping to MP3. Access these features by clicking on the Ripping tab. To use

either of these features, you must create a custom format. For more information, see Creating
custom ripping formats on page 57.

MP3 Quality slider

Drag the MP3 Quality slider to adjust ripping speed quality:

e Setting to Fastest (far left) rips files as quickly as possible.

e Setting to Highest Quality (far right) rips files with the highest possible audio quality.
Variable bitrate

Variable bitrate is an encoding method available only when encoding to .mp3. The bitrate is
automatically adjusted during ripping, resulting in higher-quality audio and smaller file sizes.

RIPPING MUSIC FROM CD CHP. 5
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% Creating custom ripping formats

SIREN provides flexibility in ripping preferences by allowing you to create custom ripping
formats. Once created, your custom template is listed at the bottom of the Ripping tab Bitrate
drop-down list for future use.

This procedure assumes that you have specified all settings for the ripping format.
1. Click on the Ripping tab. The Custom Settings dialog is displayed.
2. Enter a new name in the Template box.

3. Click [B]. The settings are saved in a custom template under the specified name.

To delete a template, select it and click [].

Ripping from CD to the Computer

1. Place an audio CD in the system’s CD drive.
2. Select the Play/Rip CD tab. The CD’s tracks and database information are displayed.

L
Note: If the system has multiple CD drives,
you must specify the appropriate drive to
display the track listing and database
information.

-

3. If the track information is not displayed, access CDDB or add this information manually.
For more information, see CD information on page 23.

,

Note: If track information is not displayed or
added, SIREN rips all songs as unknown and
numbers them sequentially.
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4. Select the track(s) to be ripped and click Rip to Library ([@ Rawtbay ) in the command bar

of the Media Manager panel or choose Rip to Library from the File menu.

Artist: IBarenaked Ladies Albumn; IGnrdnn Genre: Iﬁ
%) LG CD-R\w CED-BOR0R 1.04 (€]
-5 LG CO-Rw CED-8080B 1.04 (E:) [ Track | Start [ Length [ Size | Status [
. 81 [Encoding List) 04 Brian Wilson 00:10:28.12 00:04:43.08 486 MB
Encoding | | &l 05 Be My Yoko Ono 00:15:17.20 00024672 281MB
List @Jj 08 ‘wrap Your Amms Around Me 00180417 00:04:34.50 462 MB Succeeded [time elapsed 39.8s)
&) 07 what & Good Boy 00:22:38.67 00:0354.53  395ME
S 08 The King 0f Bedside Manor D 26:33.45 00:022642  247MD DN
& 09 Box Set 00290012 00:04:4325  487ME
S 101 Love You 00:33:49.37 00:0408.70  41.9ME
S 11 Mew Kid [On The Black] 00:37:50.32 00:04:1243  425MB
& 12 Blame It On Me: 00:42:11.00 00:0354.27 394 ME Wailing
&) 13 The Flag 00:46:05.27 00:0353.18  39ZME
S 14 1F | Had $1000000 00:4350.45 00:04:27.10  449MB
& 15 Crazy 00:54:25, 55 00:04E007  488ME

|: @ Rip to Library % Cancel Ripping % Add ta Partable Player List

Command Bar Status Information

SIREN rips the song(s) to the media files folder and a progress meter is displayed in the
Status column to the right of each track being ripped. To halt ripping, click Cancel Ripping

(3¢ cancelfipping. ) on the command bar.

Progress can also be monitored using the Encoding List from either the Play/Rip CD or
Explore Files tab.

Ripping CDs using Auto Rip

SIREN can be configured to automatically rip an entire CD when it is inserted in the CD
drive.

1. From the Options menu, choose Enable Auto Rip. This feature is now active.

Options

Configuration ‘Wizard...
Search Computer for Media...

S

Freferences...

2. Insert a CD into the appropriate drive. The tracks are displayed and ripping begins with
the first track.

To turn off Auto Rip, choose Enable Auto Rip from the Options menu again.

RIPPING MUSIC FROM CD CHP. 5
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= *ﬁmg Custom CDs

6%

e St
ﬂ g w:aﬂ
% Once music is in the media library, you can create custom CDs using a supported CD-R or

CD-RW drive. With SIREN, custom CDs can be constructed using an audio or data format.
CDs created with an audio format are compatible with most consumer audio CD players.

CDs created with a data format can store significantly more music. However, you must also
have a player that is capable of reading the data file format. Data CDs are also an effective
way to back up a collection of audio files. Furthermore, media stored on a data CD can be
linked to the media library without actually having to store the media in your library folder.
The music can then be played as long as the CD is in the drive because the library knows the
path to the files.

Any audio file, whether downloaded from the Internet or ripped from a personal CD, can be
used to create a custom CD. For more information, see Audio file formats on page 7.

Ve

Note: Secured .wma files may only be written
to a custom CD if the file includes a flag
permitting CD burning.

.

In accordance with copyright laws, users may create a personal copy of copyrighted material.
This allows you to record music from personal CDs to the computer and use that music to
create a custom CD of that music.

Configuring SIREN to Write Custom CDs

1. From the Options menu, choose Preferences. The Preferences dialog is displayed.
2. Select the CD Settings tab.
3. Specify the connected CD-R/RW drive from the Burn to CD drive drop-down list.

4. Set an appropriate Burn to CD speed for the drive and click [

CHP. 6 CUSTOM CDS
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Creating Custom Audio CDs

1.

Verify that the supported CD-R/RW drive is connected to the computer and a recordable
CD is in the drive.

. Verify that SIREN is properly configured to burn CDs. For more information, see

Configuring SIREN to Write Custom CDs on page 59.

3. Select the media to be written to the CD from the Media Manager panel.
4. Click Add to Burn List (@aenmia ) in the command bar or choose Add to Burn List from the

5. Click

File menu. SIREN confirms that the files were sent to the burn list.

Sonic Foundry SIREN Jukebox E

@ E files have been added ta the burn list.

™ Do not shaw this message again

6. Select the Burn CD tab to view the burn list and verify that the Audio CD icon is selected as

the Disc Type.

Click Burn to CD ([@smem.__) in the command bar. The Burning CD dialog displays a
progress meter and approximate time remaining in the process.

Burning CD E

I 7%

witing track 3 of 12 ‘wiite Buffer:

Approximate time remaining [mm:ss]: (e mz—

Ve

Note: Sonic Foundry recommends allowing
SIREN to complete this operation. Clicking

Cancel may render the CD unusable.

CUSTOM CDS CHP. 6



(61

When the process is complete, a dialog displays asking if you would like to close the CD
session. Closing a CD allows it to be played in consumer audio CD players. Once a CD is
closed, songs can no longer be added.

Sonic Foundry SIREN Jukebox =

Clozing an audio disc allows it to be uzed in other CD players, and
prevents adding any more tracks. Do you wizh to cloze the disc now?

o |

Clicking [: | closes the dialog and updates the disc status information located below
the burn list. Additional songs can be added later.

Ve

Note: You are alerted if the selected song(s)
require more space than remains on the CD.

.

8. Click [_¥=_|. SIREN begins closing the CD session and the dialog displays the progress

and time remaining.

Burning CD x|

_ 26 % Cancel |

Clozing Session

Approximate time remaining [mm:ss]: 1:23

If any error messages are displayed during CD writing, refer to SIREN’s online help.

If the CD session was not closed, this same procedure can be used to write additional songs
to the CD. The CD remains at the current position and each song is appended to it.

Creating Custom Data CDs

The process for creating data CDs and audio CDs is very similar with the exception that
SIREN automatically closes a data CD after all songs are written. Once the CD is closed,
songs can no longer be added.

To create a custom data CD, do the following:

1. Verify that the supported CD-R/RW drive is connected to the computer and a recordable
CD is in the drive.

2. Verify that SIREN is properly configured to burn CDs. For more information, see
Configuring SIREN to Write Custom CDs on page 59.

3. Select the media to be written to the CD from the Media Manager panel.

CHP. 6 CUSTOM CDS



4. Click Add to Burn List ([@zaeemia__) in the command bar, or choose Add to Burn List from
the File menu. SIREN confirms that the files were added to the burn list.

Sonic Foundry SIREN Jukebox E

@ E files have been added ta the burn list.

™ Do not shaw this message again

5. Click

6. Select the Burn CD tab to view the burn list, and verify that the Data CD icon is selected as

the Disc Type.

7. Enter a title for the CD in the Disc Name box and select a folder and filename format.

Media Flay/Rip Explre Intermet Intemet
{ 61 I I =

Librany Files Media Radio

Disc Type e

Intemet Fiadio (4

Bumn Portable
D Player

O 6 rce File

Burming Ground

=f &2 Bush - Zer:
Crosetoads

Audic Data Fell On Black Days
Good Things

" e
Disz Name: Head Oy Fest

Complete this Creale Dicctories———— | Interstates Love Song
. & SatistAlbum's Ironiic:
section before PV Long Dy Acic
burning the " Mo Dirsctories Nothingman
Only Happy When It Raing Acous

@ Track:Name Sarah Melachlan - Freedom Sessions - Held On
£ Mame 4

BE0Mhb
434 Mh
5.03 Mh
5.55 Mh
492 Mh
5.82 Mh
7.40 Mhb
3.04 Mh
B.21 Mh
384 Mh
B13Mh
429 Mh
277 Mh
4.41 Mh
866 Mh

DMy Musictan Marrison -The Healing Game-05-Burming Ground MP3
D:AMy MusictBush - Zen mp3
D:AMy Music\Cream - Stiags Brew - The Viery Best Oftitls - Crossraads Wi

WKevinctestily MusichS oundgarden - Supetunknawn - Fell O Black Days Whia

D:\My Music\BoDeans -Black And White--Good Things MP3
DMy Music\Counting Crows - This Diesert Life - Hanginaround mp3
D:AMy MusictAlanis Marisselte - Jagaed Littls Pil - Head Over FestMP3
D:4My Music\Stane Temple Piats - Purple - Interstate Love Song mp3
D:AMy MusictAlanis Marissette - Jagaed Litle Pil - roric MP3

D:AMy Music\Matchbok 20 - Long Day [booustich mp3

D:4My Music\Soundgarden - Superunknawn - My Wave Whid

D:AMy Music\Pearl Jam - Pearl Jam-Nathingman. mp3

D:AMy Music\Garbage - Orly Happy When It Rains Acous.mp3

D:AMy MusictFred Hot Chill Peppers - give.it_away.mp3 mp3

D:AMy MusicSarsh M:\a:h\alr\ - Frsedom Sessions - Hold On MP3

data CD { Create Filenames Fled Hot Chili Peppers - give, it_away.mp3

" Keep Previous [ Current Bum List Size: 391,88 Mb

Disc Usage

8. Click Burn to CD ([@zmee. ) in the command bar. The Burning CD dialog displays a
progress meter and approximate time remaining in the process.

Burning CD E
] 8%
witing track 3 of 12 ‘write Buffer:
Approximate time remaining [mm:ss]: (e %
Ve

Note: Sonic Foundry recommends allowing
SIREN to complete this operation. Clicking
Cancel may render the CD unusable.

CUSTOM CDS
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9. Once all the files are written to the CD, SIREN begins closing the data CD immediately.

A dialog displays the progress and time remaining.

Burning CD x|

_ 26 % Cancel |

Clozing Session

Approximate time remaining [mm:ss]: 1:23

If any error messages are displayed during CD writing, refer to SIREN’s online help.

% Exporting the Burn List to a Label

With SIREN, you can export the burn list of your custom CD to the Neato MediaFACE II™
media labeling software to create and print a CD label.

To export the burn list to a label, do the following:

1. Verify that the Neato MediaFACE II labeling software is installed on your computer.
2. Select the media that contains the information you want to export. If you already have a
burn list, continue with step 3.
3. Click Add to Burn List (@&=emie ) in the command bar or choose Add to Burn List from the
File menu. The songs appear in the Burn CD tab as a burn list.
4. From the Burn CD tab, click Export to Label ([ Esottoratel ) in the command bar. The
Export Songs to Label dialog is displayed.
Export Songs to L abel
Available Headers Included Headers
I Hame
1 Artist
| Album %
| Genre
I Track
| | Bitrate:
| Length
| | File: Path
| File Type:
| | Plap Command
| Media Type
| | Plaped
| | Last Played
| Added
| File Size
Launch MediaFace Il I | Exit I
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5. Specify the headers you want to include in the label by dragging them from the Available
Headers side of the dialog to the Included Headers side. Once the headers are chosen, they
can be reordered using drag-and-drop.

6. Click [ tamenmegeracen|. The MediaFACE media labeling software displays a Playlist
dialog containing the chosen headers from SIREN.

7. Follow the directions provided with the media labeling software to create and print the

label.

CUSTOM CDS CHP. 6
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CHAPTER

g; w8 Portable Players

= i~ ﬂ'

SIREN helps you get the most out of your portable player. SIREN allows you to download
.mp3 and/or .wma files for players that have .wma support. Furthermore, with SIREN’s auto-
transcode feature, you can convert any audio file in your library, or track from a CD to a
format suitable for your player.

A list of portable players supported by SIREN can be obtained from the Sonic Foundry Web
site. To access the Web site, go to the Help menu, and choose Sonic Foundry on the Web,
and choose SIREN Home Page from the submenu.

Ve

Note: Windows and dialogs pictured in this
chapter are examples only. Screens and options
vary based on the portable player.

.

%Conﬁguring SIREN for Auto-Transcoding

SIREN'’s auto-transcoding feature allows you to convert music selected for download to an
alternate file format or bitrate. First, however, you must specify the transcoding settings.
This procedure can be performed before or after files have been selected for downloading.

To configure SIREN for auto-transcoding, do the following:
1. Access the settings by doing one of the following:
¢ From the Portable Player tab, click Auto-Transcoding Settings ( [fg AuteTranscoding Settings | ) in the

command bar.
¢ From the Options menu, choose Preferences. Select the Transcoding tab.

2. Specify a transcoding format from the Auto-transcode format drop-down list.

Auta-tranzcode format: I i j
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3. Specify a transcoding bitrate from the drop-down list.
4. Click

5. Select the Auto Transcode check box near the command bar.

The Preferences dialog closes and SIREN’s main screen is displayed.

When songs are sent to the portable player list, those that can be transcoded have a status of
Transcode Pending. Files that do not require transcoding will have a status of Waiting to
transfer. The files are transcoded automatically when you start the download process.

Creating custom transcoding formats

SIREN provides flexibility in transcoding preferences by allowing you to create custom
transcoding formats. This procedure assumes that you have specified all settings for the
transcoding format.

1. Click on the Transcoding tab. The Custom Settings dialog is displayed.
2. Enter a new name in the Template box.
3. Click [&]. The settings are saved in a custom template under the specified name.

Once created, your custom template is listed at the bottom of the Transcoding tab Bitrate
drop-down list for future use.

To delete a template, select it and click [X].

Downloading Music to the Portable Player

Music can be downloaded to your portable player from the media library or directly from a
CD through the use of auto-transcoding. Auto-transcoding is unavailable for SIREN XPress
users.

Downloading music from the media library

1. Verify that the supported portable player is properly connected and powered on as
described in the player’s documentation. All connected portable players are displayed in
the Portable Player tab’s drop-down list. However, if the player is turned off, its icon is
inactive (crossed-out).

Ve

Note: If the player has a battery save feature,
and is idle for an extended period of time, it
may display as inactive even if properly
connected.
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. From the Portable Player tab, specify the connected player from the drop-down list. The

content of the player’s internal memory (and removable memory cards) is displayed.

Media Play/Rip Explore Irtermet Irtermet Burn Portable
Library (5] Files Media Riadio o Flayer
IE Internal Flash Memory j =] | =4 | E

ﬂg Diarmond Multimedia & RicPaort. com Rio PMPS00

. Select the memory or folder to which the selected music will be added. For more

information, see Creating folders on page 71.

. Verify that auto-transcoding settings are configured if you want to convert the music files

to a different format or bitrate. For more information, see Configuring SIREN for Auto-
Transcoding on page 65.

. Select the file(s) to be downloaded to the portable player from either the Media Library or

Explore Files tab.

. Click Add to Portable Player List (|8 AddtaParable Piager List |) in the command bar, or choose Add to

Portable Player List from the File menu. SIREN confirms that the selected files were sent
to the Portable Player tab.

Sonic Foundry SIREN Jukebox
@ 3 files%have been sent to the Partable Flayer tab.

[T Donat show this message again

Click

8. Select the Portable Player tab to display a list of songs selected for transfer.

Media Play/Rip Explore Internet Internet Bumn Portable
Libwrary (5] Files Media Radia o Flayer

Muszic
Mame | Size | Statuz |

W\My MusichCranberries - Cranberries-Zombie. rmp3 | 4. 78ME ‘Waiting to transfer
J] [r:4kdy MusichSmashing Pumpking - 13 - \With Every Light.mp3 3.85ME Tranzcode Pending
J] [r:4kdy MugichMireana - Mirvana - Something In The ‘W ap.mp3 3.78ME ‘Waiting to transfer
J] [:4kdy MusichPearl Jam - Pearl Jam-Mothingman. mp3 4. 29ME ‘Waiting to transfer
J] [r:4kdy MusichCream - Strage Brew - The Very Best OF - Crozsroa... 4.19ME Tranzcode Pending
J] [y MugichBush - Zen.mp3 4. 35ME ‘Waiting to transfer
J] Dby MusichWan Morizon -The Healing Game-06-Buming Ground.... 5.5EME Tranzcode Pending

|E5.54MB Total / £4.85MB Free / 30.79MB Waiting to Transfer
¥ Auta Transcode

@g Trangfer to Portable Player @g Auto-Trangcoding Settings

CHP.7
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9. From the Portable Player tab, click Transfer to Portable Player (R Transferto Patable Flaver |) in the
command bar. If auto-transcoding is enabled, applicable songs will be transcoded before
being transferred. A dialog displays the progress of transcoding.

Configuring file 1 of 7 for transfer to portable

57 I
Cancel |

As songs are transferred to the player, the dialog displays the download progress of each
song.

Sending “an Marrizon -The Healing

L EE

Cancel |

Ve

Note: Sonic Foundry recommends allowing
SIREN to complete this operation. Clicking
Cancel may leave the portable player in an
unknown state.

N\

Once all selected songs are downloaded, the dialog closes, SIREN’s main screen is
displayed, and the status of the songs changes to On Device. From the Portable Player tab
you can manage the songs in the player’s memory. For more information, see Managing the
Portable Player on page 70.

% Downloading music from CD

1. Verify that the supported portable player is properly connected and powered on as
described in the player’s documentation. All connected portable players are displayed in
the Portable Player tab’s drop-down list. However, if the player is turned off, its icon is
inactive (crossed out).

Ve

Note: If the player has a battery save feature,
and is idle for an extended period of time, it
may display as inactive even if properly
connected.
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2. From the Portable Player tab, specify the connected player from the drop-down list. The
contents of the player’s internal memory (and removable memory cards) are displayed.

Media Play/Rip Explore Internet Internet Burn Portable

Library co Files Media Fiadia Co Player
IE Internal Flash Memory j =] | =4 | E
ﬂg Diarnond

Multimedia & RioPort. com Rio PMPS00

2K demary

3. Select the memory or folder to which the selected music will be added. For more
information, see Creating folders on page 71.

4. Specify the auto-transcoding settings needed to convert the CD tracks to either .mp3 or
.wma. For more information, see Configuring SIREN for Auto-Transcoding on page 65.

5. Place an audio CD in the system’s CD-ROM drive, and select the Play/Rip CD tab. The
CDs tracks and database information are displayed.

P
Note: If the system has multiple CD drives,
you must specify the appropriate drive to

display the track listing and database
information

-

6. Select the tracks to be downloaded, and click Add to Portable Player List (|§ Addta Partable Player List |)
from the command bar or choose Add to Portable Player List from the File menu. SIREN
confirms that the selected tracks were sent to the Portable Player tab.

Sonic Foundry SIREN Jukebox
@ 3 files have been sent to the Partable Flayer tab.

[T Donat show this message again

7. Click [£
8. Select the Portable Player tab to display a list of songs selected for transfer.
Media Flay/Rip Explore Internet Internet Bum Portable
Libwrary (5] Files Media Riadio o Flayer
o 0 Akl
- Play/Rip CD [Al
Muszic 2y/Rip CD [A+2]
Mame | Size | Statuz |
J] [y MugichBush - Zen.mp3 4.38MB W aiting to transfer
J] [r:4kdy MusichCranberries - Cranberries-Zombie.mp3 4. 78MB W aiting to transfer
J] [:4kdy MusichMirvana - Mirvana - Something In The... 3.78MB  Waiting to transfer
J] [:4kdy MusichPearl Jam - Pearl Jam-Mothingman. mp3 4.29MB W aiting to transfer
J] [r:4kdy MusichWan Morizon -The Healing Game-06-... B.BEME  Tranzcode Pend..
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9. From the Portable Player tab, click Transfer to Portable Player (R Transferto Patable Flaver |) in the
command bar. The songs are transcoded before being transferred. A dialog displays the
progress of transcoding.

Configuring file 1 of 7 for transfer to portable

57 I
Cancel |

As songs are transferred to the player, the dialog displays the download progress of each
song.

Sending “an Marrizon -The Healing

L EE

Cancel |

Ve

Note: Sonic Foundry recommends allowing
SIREN to complete this operation. Clicking
Cancel may leave the portable player in an
unknown state.

N\

Once all selected songs are downloaded, the dialog closes, SIREN’s main screen is
displayed, and the status of the songs changes to On Deuice.

Managing the Portable Player

In addition to downloading music files to supported portable players, SIREN can also
manage files. However, management options vary based on the make and model of the
player.

PORTABLE PLAYERS CHP. 7
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Creating folders

Certain portable player models support folders. If the connected player supports this feature,

the button is available in the toolbar of the Portable Player tab, and you can create folders
within memory modules.

To create a folder, do the following:

1. Verify that the supported player is properly connected to the computer as described in the
player’s documentation.

2. From the Portable Player tab, select the memory module to which the folder will be added.

Media Play/Rip Explore Irtermet Irtermet Burn Portable
Library (5] Files Media Riadio o Flayer
IE Internal Flash Memory j =] | =4 | H

ﬂg Diarmond Multimedia & RicPaort. com Rio PMPS00
nternal Flash Memangd

3. Click in the toolbar of the Portable Player tab. SIREN creates a new folder with a
default name and displays it beneath the selected memory module.

'E Intemnal Flash kemaory

Mame

4. Name the folder and press [Enter].

You can download songs to the new folder by selecting it before sending songs to the
portable players list.

Deleting folders or songs

SIREN allows you to delete songs from a portable player, thereby freeing memory space for
new music. Folders can also be deleted using the same procedure.

To delete a song or folder, do the following:

1. Verify that the supported portable player is properly connected to the computer as
described in the player’s documentation.

2. Select the Portable Player tab to display the folder(s) or list of songs on the device.

3. Select the folder or song(s) to be deleted.

CHP.7 PORTABLE PLAYERS
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4. Click [%]. The Delete Confirmation dialog displays for each folder or song being deleted.

Delete confirmation B

@ Are you sure you want to delete 'Nirvana - Nirvana - Something In The way'?

5. Click ¥ |. A progress dialog is displayed as SIREN deletes each selected folder or

song from the player’s memory.

Initializing portable player memory modules

Portable players have built-in flash memory modules. In addition, some models allow you to
add removable flash memory modules for expanded storage. When initializing a memory
module, all music stored in the module is deleted.

To initialize a portable player memory module, do the following:

1.

Verify that the supported portable player is properly connected to the computer as
described in the player’s documentation.

2. Select the Portable Player tab to display the folder(s) or list of songs on the device.

. Select the memory module to be initialized.

4. Click [%]. The Format Confirmation dialog is displayed.

Format confirmation [<]

@ Are you sure you want ta format Intemal Flazh Memon'?

. Click [_¥=_]. A progress dialog is displayed as SIREN deletes all songs from the memory

module.

PORTABLE PLAYERS CHP. 7
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From the media library, 66
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File types, 7

Filter Bar, 41
Folders, 71

INDEX



74)

G Organizing, 23
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H Online help
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| Organizing media, 23
ID3 tags, 28 P
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Initializing portable player memory modules, 72 Perfect Clarity Audio, 7
Play Controller, 12-17
L Current playlist, 13
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} Reverb, 16
Deleting, 21
Saving, 20 Status bar, 12
’ Time stretch, 14
Locking views and playlists, 33 Toolbar, 12
Lossless audio, 7 Transport bar, 13
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M Playing CDs, 51
Main window, 11-22 Playing Internet radio, 53
Display, 17 Playing media, 45-53
Media Manager, 18
Play Controller, 12 Playlists, custom, 31-33

Managing the portable player, 70 Portable players, 65-72
) Configuring auto-transcoding, 65
Media Downloading music, 66

Burning, 59 Managing, 70
Downloading to portable player, 66
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Ripping, 55

Media files, 7 R

Media library, 23 Radio, 53

Media manager panel, 18 Random play, 45

Music Rating media, 29
Burning, 59
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Downloading to portable player, 66 egistering Siren, i, 4

INDEX



(75
Registration Assistance, i
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Ripping music from CD, 55-58

S

Search computer for media, 48
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Sort Bar, 38
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System requirements, 4
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Using online help, 8
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